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the fleets of the Sultan of Egypt and of the Sultan
of Ormuz, who had up to that time carried on a com-
merce with the Indies, they were sole masters in the
Indian Ocean, and established the principle that the
sea belonged to them, and that no one had the right
to sail upon it. A foreign ship, which they chanced
to meet there, if it could not show a letter of per-
mission, was treated as a pirate, and the crew put
to death. The King of Portugal took the title of
"Master of the commerce of the Indies and Ethi-
opia/'

The Spaniards on arriving in America found only
tribes of very feeble savages, and had no trouble in
taking possession of the country. As soon as they
approached an unknown country the chief of the ex-
pedition landed, displayed the standard of the King of
Castile, and distributed some inconsiderable presents
to the natives; the royal notary, whom they had taken
with them for the purpose, drew up an act taking
possession, and the country was thereafter the domain
of the king.

Thus were occupied the Antilles and a large part of
South America. In Mexico and in Peru the Spaniards
found two large organized empires, but the warriors
were seized with awe at the sight of these white men
coming up out of the sea, riding unknown animals
(horses) and shooting thunder; and they came to
meet them, adoring them as children of the sun. When
an attempt was made to force the native kings to give
up their treasures they decided to make war, but
they could not stand against the arms of the Euro-
peans, and in Mexico we see 100,000 native warriors